"METHOD FOR DETECTING OF HIV ANTIBODIES AND ANTIGENS USED 
THEREIN." 

//"/// 

Please cancel claims 16, 17, 19, 23, 25, 29, and 30. 
Kindly add new claims 34 -43, as follows: 



~347(Ne^^i^^ method for detection of an antibody against HIV 



comprising: 

providing a sample suspected of containing an antibody against HIV; 

contacting said sample with at Ie4t one antigen mixture selectedfom^he 
group consisting of (a) a mixture of ai/antigen from an epitope region 
acids 518-533, of an HIV1 -subtype E> isolate, and an antigen fronyKe epitopeQl/-' 
region-of gp41 of a different HIV1 subtype of the M group, and (b) a mixture of an 
antigen from epitope region 1,1^ acids 551-565, of an HIV1-subtype E 
isolate, and an antigen tovB^h^^tope region I of SP^J^ Qf .a different ;)iV : 
HIV1 subtype of the M gr^upl ofoSerized in thai ari antigen in said mixture 
binds to said antibody; and j \ 

detecting a signal generated asa measure of said HIV antibody in the ^. 

} sample. / 



35. (New) The methsc^fxlaim 34, wherein antigen mixture (a) is selected and 
wherein said antigen oi4 HI\Lsubtype D isolate^Ss^W a sequence selected 
from the group consistWofSEQ ID NOs.,29, 30, 31 , 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, and 39J 

/ I 

36. (New) The method of claim 34, wherein said sample comprises a member 
selected from the(gr^c|nsisting of blood, plasma, serum, urine, and saliva. 

/ 

37. (New) The mjethod of claim 34, wherein at least one antigen in the antigen 
mixture selected is bound to a solid phase. 

/ 

38. (New) W method of claim 34, further comprising separating a solid phase 
from the sample pri|r to measuring an amount of the HIV antibody in the sample. 
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amino acids 518-533, of an HIVf-subtype D ^ 

epoope region |<B^5HWW. or ep^pe region U. am.no 

HIV1 -subtype O. f 

.^Are^.r.edetecio.nan.odv^nstH.bvrneansofan 

imm unoassay comprising the antigen nocture of Cairn 39. ___ 

/L, (nr detection of an antibody against HIV 
" 43. (New) An immunoassay method for detection 

C ° mPriSin9: ^asa-^^^^trl 



mttegroup consisting or o^'v— . 
t ■ rfintU/Idantigenisboundtoalabelwhichgeneratesa 

sample. 
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